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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is abatement of reasons for allowing claims 1-3 and 5-20: 

2. As recited in the amendment submitted on 04 November 2004 ("the last 
amendment") in response to the final action dated 29 October 2004, the base claims— 
i.e., claims 1, 11 and 13— cover the following: 

Claim 1 covers an apparatus comprising: 

a) a substrate with a deposition region and an optional uncoated region, with the 
deposition region including a level intermediate region between first and second end 
regions, the first end region including a first raised surface portion extending above the 
level region circumferentially around the first end region, wherein the first raised portion 
extends above the level region by 0.5 to 1 ,000 micrometers; and 

b) a dip coated layer over the entire deposition region, including the raised 
surface portion. 

Claim 11 covers an apparatus comprising: 

a) a substrate with a deposition region and an optional uncoated region, with the 
deposition region including a level intermediate region between first and second end 
regions, the first end region including a plurality of raised surface portions, each of 
which extends above the level intermediate region and partially around the first end 
region, wherein the plurality of portions, when viewed as a substrate end view, 
collectively extend circumferentially around the first end region continuously; and 

b) a dip coated layer over the entire deposition region, including the plurality of 
raised portions. 
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Claim 13 covers a coating method comprising: 

1) providing a substrate including a deposition region and an optional uncoated 
region, with the deposition region including a level intermediate region between first and 
second end regions, the first end region including a first raised surface portion 
extending above the level region circumferentially around the first end region; and 

2) dip coating a layer of coating solution over the entire deposition region, 
including over the raised surface portion. 

3. The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest apparatuses or processes having 
all of the features of claims 1 , 1 1 or 13, as summarized above. 

4. The last amendment overcame the 35 USC 1 03 rejection based on CH- 
672564A's abstract and Herbert (US 5,683,742). 

5. The disclosures of the pregrant publications listed on the 1 8 August 2004 citation 
sheet (copy enclosed) have been considered. 

6. Claims 1-3 and 5-20 are patentable over these disclosures because the coating 
operation covered by this case is directed to a one-step coating for the entire apparatus; 
and the apparatus claimed here has raised end regions, not recessed ones. 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be addressed to Sandra M. 
Nolan, at telephone number 571/272-1495. She can normally be reached Monday 
through Thursday, from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm, Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, her supervisor, Harold Pyon, 
can be reached at 571/272-1498. 

The fax number for patent application documents is 703/872-9306. 



S. M. Nolan-Rayford u 
Primary Examiner 
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